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Dear Visitors,

Gnarled oaks, bizarre rock formations, wild brooks and an expanse of open grasslands will fascinate you at Eifel National Park. Amidst this unique scenery we welcome you heartily.
The first National Park in North Rhine-Westphalia was founded under the motto “Woods, Water, Wilderness”. Here, for the first time, natural beech forests growing on nutrient-poor soils and influenced by an Atlantic climate are protected on a large scale. Thus, natural forests can reemerge in the centre of the European beech distribution range. Since 2004, the Eifel National Park fills the western gap of the German wide “National Park network”. Comprising an area of almost 110 square kilometers, it is located south-west of Cologne.
With this brochure, we would like to give you an overview of the Eifel National Park and provide you with information about guided hikes, family events, marked tours, visitor centers, etc. Further, we would like to remind you to stay on the official tracks and abide by the rules of the National Park. For example, each disturbance entails that wildlife leaves its dens just by night. In the future, red deer, etc. will show themselves only to visitors if they can rely on humans as predictable considerate visitors to their home.
We wish you unforgettable impressions, an eventful as well as a restful stay in the Eifel National Park.
Your Eifel National Park Authority
Further information on the website: www.nationalpark-eifel.de
National Park – What’s the Use of it?

Over the last 1,500 years, the natural world has been impacted and shaped by human civilization in accordance to their ideas for economical purposes. Today, beech forests only comprise about 15 percent of the entire German forests, although they would naturally be predominant. Corresponding to the slogan “let nature be nature” National Parks protect and safeguard natural processes on a large scale. Thus, visitors can witness how nature develops without direct human impact.
While trees in commercially used forests only reach one third of their natural age on average, in National Parks they might survive hundreds of years. Many endangered animal and plant species rely on the resulting old as well as dead trees and woods. They live in the trunks and branches, which they use as their “pantries” or breeding-grounds.
Therefore, National Parks should either be on a close-to-nature stage or be able to develop to such status. The later are the so called “Developing National Parks” (“Entwicklungs-Nationalparke”). This means that within 30 years at least 75 percent of the area will be left to its own.
This is true to Eifel National Park, too. Nonindigenous tree species such as spruce and douglas firs cover large parts of the area. However, beeches will soon be able to unfold their natural dominance. In a circuit of evolution and decay wilderness will arise in the Eifel National Park, which will fascinate you with diversity and sometimes exceptional “images” already now.

“Highlights” of the Eifel National Park

Rur and Urft are the main rivers, which shape the park’s landscape in the natural region of Northern Eifel (“Nördliche Eifel”). Carving the plateau the rivers are not only basis to the well-known water reservoirs of the region. The streams also involved seldom near-natural ravine and alluvial forests. Nevertheless, Eifel National Park is dominated by vast beech and oak forests. For example, the Kermeter area comprises the largest coherent beech forest of the entire Eifel-Ardennes region over an area of about 30 square kilometers.
If men had not interrupted consistently the forest would dominate the 33 square kilometres of the Dreiborn Plateau in the center of the park, too. At last it was used and kept clear as military training area Vogelsang. Since today’s open grasslands are seldom and worth protecting it will be partly conserved. The result is a lot of variety for visitors. Dense forests and wild brooks alternate with impressive expanse, amazing views on ridges, river bends and lakes.
More than 1.000 endangered plants and animals live in the Eifel National Park and show the importance of protecting the area. One specific example is the occurrence of the Wild Yellow Daffodil, a plant species which is here largely distributed in all of Germany. During springtime, the flowering of hundreds of yellow daffodils transforms the valley meadows in the Wahlerscheid district into a spectacular ocean of yellow blossoms. The Green Hounds Tongue, St. Bernhards Lilly, Bog Ashpodel and Perennial Honesty are other plants worthy to protect.
As well, the rare and during the 19th century nearly wiped out wildcat benefits from the National Park. In particular it uses the coherent forests for rearing kittens. In the Eifel-Ardennes region the largest wildcat population of about 1,000 animals can be found. Beavers remigrated in the brooks of the National Park and the in Northern Germany rare occurring Wall Lizards scamper over sunny rocks. Additionally, the National Park is habitat to the Eurasian Eagle Owl, the European Honey Buzzard, the Common Kingfisher, the Red- and Black Kite, and the Red-Back Shrike. Moreover, a remarkable number of Germany’s biggest mammal, the red deer feels comfortable at the Eifel National Park. The Black Woodpecker “builds” their cavities in trunks of old beeches. After the biggest native woodpecker quit its home stock pigeons, dormice, and bats move in.
Dreiborn Plateau: Broad Landscapes and Exciting (Hi-)Stories

The unique combination of nature and history makes a visit of the former military training area and camp Vogelsang established by the Nazi regime an impressive experience. Guides offer competent tours on a regular basis through the complex and every Sunday, free ranger tours starting from “Adlerhof” of the Forum Vogelsang lead to the deserted village of Wollseifen. On Sundays in July and August, these tours are also offered in Dutch and French. In case you would like to ride through broad landscapes with a carriage - even that is possible on the Dreiborn Plateau. On every 1st and 3rd Sunday from April to the end of October, wheelchair accessible carriages shuttle between Vogelsang and Wollseifen several times a day.
Further information about Vogelsang on the website www.vogelsang-ip.de
Manifold Nature Experience in the National Park

Hiking? Horseback Riding? Cycling? Cross country skiing? Out of the240 provided kilometers of hiking trails 104 kilometers are used as bike paths and 65 kilometers can as well be used as horse trails. Furthermore, 5 kilometers were demarcated as cross-country skitracks. You will get a general idea of guided tours with the aid of the attached table. The schedule of the whole year can be found in the activities calendar (free of charge).
What do Rangers do in the National Park?

On-route, you might encounter a ranger from the National Park Guard. They are easily recognizable with their mounty hats. Rangers are happy to give you information and answer your questions. Additionally, they make you familiar with the National Park regulations, they perform first aid in case of emergency, maintain trails and signs, and look after certain selected habitats. Rangers also offer at least eight guided tours per week (ranger tours and routes).
Individual Tours by Voluntary Forest Guides

Nearly 150 trained forest guides invite you to join their guided tours for groups through the Park. For a small amount on an expense allowance basis, they are keen to accompany you multilingually on family trips, company outings, horse carriage rides, or on the Wilderness-Trail.
The Wilderness-Trail

Do you want to hike the Eifel National Park in its complete extent? The Wilderness-Trail was created to do exactly this. Being a four day hike with sections between 18 and 25 kilometers from Monschau-Höfen to Hürtgenwald-Zerkall you will experience the fascinating variety of the whole park. You can book the package of the National Park hosts, apply for educational leave, or organize your hike individually  Leisure days should not be missing. With the aid of National Park literature (only in German), Voluntary forest guides or GPS-coordinates as well as audio and video files from the internet you can start right away.
National Park for Everybody

In order to make nature experiencable for all, the Eifel National Park Authority puts effort on integrating handicapped accessible activities into the program. Guided tours offered in German and Dutch sign language, activities for blind and visually-impaired people as well as tours for people affected by barriers to mobility, are part of the program for people with and without disabilities. More information on handicapped accessible acitivities in the entire Eifel region are on the website: www.eifel-barrierefrei.de.

National Park Hosts

For your comfort and your accommodation we recommend our certified National Park hosts. Due to compliance of quality and environmental criteria as well as participating on special trainings authorized numerous restaurants, hotels, pensions, vacation rentals, sites for caravans and camping sites received a certificate. They are well recognizable through the trademark “Gastgeber Nationalpark Eifel” (“Eifel National Park host”). Some of them offer special handicapped accessible services.

info@nationalpark-gastgeber.eu, www.nationalpark-gastgeber.eu
Individual Guided Tours for Groups

Tours with Voluntary Forest Guides
· individually organized trips for people with or without disabilities. E.g. trained forest guides of the National Park accompany your trip with a carriage, boat tours or hikes on the Wilderness-Trail. Tours are available in German, English, French, Dutch, Spanish as well as in German and Dutch sign language. Costs (on an expense allowance basis): EUR 15,00 per hour and group (max. 20 people)
· throughout the entire year on request

· starting points upon agreement - booking via the National Park: phone +49 (0)2444. 9510-71, fax -85, email gruppen@nationalpark-eifel.de

Open guided Hikes and Tours

Ranger Tours
· through the „jungle of tomorrow“ along predefined routes, also for accompanied blind and visually-impaired people. People who are hard of hearing can register for aural amplifiers at the National Park administration beforehand - free of charge
· throughout the entire year
· starting points are depicted in the map - registration not necessary - information via the National Park administration

Wahlerscheid Route
also suitable for seniors, children or buggies, every Tuesday, 2:00 p.m. (about 3 hrs) - at 1:30 p.m. a ranger picks you up at the National Park-Gate Höfen, parking Wahlerscheid at the B258 between Schleiden and Monschau

Mariawald Abbey Route
also suitable for seniors, children and cross-country buggies, every Wednesday, 2:00 p.m. (about 3 hrs), parking Mariawald abbey

Erkensruhr Route
also suitable for children and cross-country buggies, every Friday, 11:00 a.m. (3-4 hrs), playground in Erkensruhr

Monastery Route
tour for trained hikers of 9 km, every Friday, 11:15 a.m (about 5 hrs)

National Park-Gate at the railway station, Heimbach

Gemünd Route

not suitable for very young children nor buggies, every Saturday, 10:30 a.m. (about 3 hrs), National Park-Gate Gemünd

Rurberg Route
also suitable for children but not for buggies. From April to the end of Oktober it is possible to take a boat for return, every Saturday, 11:00 a.m. (3-4 hrs), National Park-Gate Rurberg

Hirschley Route

an easy tour of 5,8 km, also suitable for buggies, children and seniors. From summer 2010 onwards a tour through the new handicapped accessible area for experiencing nature is a second option, every Sunday, 1:00 p.m. (about 3 hrs), parking Kermeter (formerly Paulushof) at the L15 between Heimbach-Schwammenauel and Gemünd/Wolfgarten

Vogelsang Wollseifen Route
tour of 6,5 km with inclinations, also suitable for cross-country buggies, children and seniors, every Sunday, 1:00 p.m. (about 3 hrs), Adlerhof at the Forum Vogelsang
Special Ranger Tour
· changing topics and different levels of difficulty - free of charge Tour with
· every 4th Saturday of the month, different times of day (see activities calendar)

· different starting points - registration not nessesary - information via the National Park

Commentary in Sign Language tours
· assisted by the institution for deaf people „LVR-Gehörlosenheim Euskirchen“ on various routes of differing difficulty, also suitable for children and seniors - free of charge
· takes place several times a year,  see activities calender

· different starting points - registration not necessary - information via the LVR-Gehörlosenheim Euskirchen: phone +49 (0 ) 2251. 650703-38, fax -39, email v.weichs@lvr.de

Multilingual Tour
· Vogelsang Wolseifen Route (6,5 km) with explanations from voluntary forest guides in Dutch and French, also suitable for seniors, children and cross-country buggies - free of charge
· every Sunday in July and August, 1 p.m. (about 3 hrs)
· Adlerhof at the Forum Vogelsang - registration not necessary - information via the National Park administration

National Park Rendezvous in Heimbach

· guided tour with voluntary forest guides on differing routes, also suitable for children but not for buggies - free of charge
· on Sundays and public holidays, April to the end of October, from 11:15 a.m. (about 3,5 hrs)

· National Park-Gate at the railway station in Heimbach – registration not necessary – information via Rureifel Tourismus, phone +49 (0)2446. 80579-0, fax -30, email info@rureifel-tourismus.de

National Park Rendezvous in Dreiborn
· guided tour with a voluntary forest guide on differing routes, also suitable for seniors and children. If possible bring binoculars – free of charge
· takes place several times a year, see activities calendar

· parking Montana in Schleiden-Dreiborn - registration not necessary - information via the National Park administration

National Park Rendezvous in Heimbach-Zerkall
· guided tour with a voluntary forest guide on the fourth section of the Wilderness-Trail for fit hikers – free of charge – public transport connects back to the starting point
· takes place several times a year, see activities calendar

· National Park-Gate at the railway station in Heimbach - registration not necessary - information via the tourist info in Heimbach: phone +49 (0)2446. 80579-14, fax -16, email nationalpark-tor-heimbach@web.de

National Park Rendezvous in Nideggen

· guided tour with a voluntary forest guide to beautiful lookouts, not suitable for buggies – free of charge
· takes place several times a year, see activities calendar

· National Park-Gate in Nideggen – registration not necessary – information via Rureifel Tourismus, phone +49 (0)2446. 80579-0, fax -30, email info@rureifel-tourismus.de

National Park Rendezvous in Schmidt

· guided tour with a voluntary forest guide into the woods of Hetzingen, also suitable for buggies – free of charge
· takes place several times a year, see activities calendar

· National Park Information Point in Nideggen-Schmidt – registration not necessary – information via Rureifel Tourismus, phone +49 (0)2446. 80579-0, fax -30, email info@rureifel-tourismus.de

Ranger Boat Tour trip
· on the lake Rur, also for people affected by barriers to mobility - please contact the Rursee-Schifffahrt for price information
· every 1st and 3rd Monday of the month from April to the end of Oktober, 2:00 p.m. from May to August; 3:00 p.m. in April, September and October (2-3 hrs)
· Rursee-Schifffahrt, boat harbour in Schwammenauel - please register groups via phone +49 (0)2446. 479, fax +49 (0)2446.1267, email info@rursee-schifffahrt.de - information also via the National Park

Tour with Horse-Drawn Carriage
· organized by the riding-stables Lindenhof and Steffens, also wheelchair accessible - costs for adults: EUR 5,00 (one way)/EUR 9,00 (back and forth); children: half price up to the age of 18; families: EUR 25,00
· takes place several times a year, see activities calender

· starting at Adlerhof at the Forum Vogelsang via Walberhof to Wollseifen - information via Steffens (phone +49 (0)177. 4478041, fax +49 (0)2473. 9272-494, email steffens.2000@t-online.de) or Lindenhof (phone +49 (0) 175.1679777, fax +49 (0)2486. 911799, email info@reitanlagelindenhof.de)

Guides Tours at Vogelsang

History Tour around the Area Costs:
· EUR 4,00 per person, children to the age of 12 are free of charge
· every day, 2:00 p.m. - additionally on Sundays and during local holidays at 11 a.m. (about 1,5 hrs)

· Forum Vogelsang - registration not necessary

Tour to the Tower costs:
· EUR 3 per person 
· depends on season (about 30 minutes)

· Forum Vogelsang - registration not necessary

Special Tours for Groups tours
· for groups (up to 25 people) also in French, Dutch and English. Tours for school classes on special topics possible as well - Costs: EUR 80 per Group
· throughout the entire year on request

· starting points according to agreement - please book in advance via Forum Vogelsang: phone +49 (0)2444. 91579-12, fax -29, email buchung@vogelsang-ip.de, information via phone +49 (0)2444. 91579-0, email info@vogelsang-ip.de, www.vogelsang-ip.de

Nature Experience for Children and Parents
also for accompanied blind and visually-impaired people 
Family days
· various topics - free of charge 
· every first Sunday of the month, 11:00 a.m. - additionally during public school holidays in North-Rhine-Westfalia Monday to Friday, 2:00 p.m. (about 2,5 hrs)
· starting points differ on Sundays (see activities calendar) -

Mondays: National Park-Gate Nideggen (phone +49 (0) 2427. 3301-150, fax -295)

Tuesdays: National Park information point in Simmerath-Einruhr

(phone +49 (0)2485. 317, fax -319),

Wednesdays: National Park-Gate Heimbach (phone +49 (0)2446. 80579-14, fax -16),

Thursdays: National Park-Gate Monschau-Höfen (phone +49 (0)2472. 80257-79, fax -78),

Fridays: National Park-Gate Schleiden-Gemünd (phone +49 (0) 2444. 2011, fax 1641) – 
early registration at the various venues necessary
Individual Guided Tours for Families
· with voluntary forest guides - costs (on an expense allowance basis): EUR 15,00 per hour and group (max. 25 people) plus 1 hour preparation time
· throughout the year on request

· starting points are the National Park-Gates - booking via the National Park: phone +49 (0)2444. 9510-15, fax -85, email kinder@nationalpark-eifel.de

Activities for Schools and Groups of Young People
with and without disabilities 
National Park Discovery
· Tour for different ages on various topics taking half a day - free of charge 
· throughout the year on request

· starting points are the National Park-Gates - booking via the National Park: phone +49 (0)2444. 9510-15, fax -85, email kinder@nationalpark-eifel.de

Day’s Program
· project days on various topics taking 1 day - free of charge 
· throughout the year on request

· varying starting points - booking via the National Park: phone +49 (0)2444. 9510-15, fax -85, email kinder@nationalpark-eifel.de

Holiday Camps
· addressing boys and girls between 7 and 16 years of age
· during the local public summer holidays
· Wildnerness Outdoor Workshop in Heimbach-Düttling (Wildniswerkstatt Düttling, WWD) - registration forms: www.nationalpark-eifel.de or via mail from the National Park administration

Where to Find More Information?

In Simmerath-Rurberg, Schleiden-Gemünd, Monschau-Höfen, Heimbach and in Nideggen you encounter so called „National Park-Gates”. These gates are specially designed for all visitors of the National Park. They are a combination of tourist information centers and host exhibitions on the most prominent features of the National Park. Under the title “Lebensadern der Natur” (“Lifelines of Nature”) in Rurberg you will get to know more about water bodies in the Eifel region. In the National Park-Gate at Gemünd gnarled oaks, colourful woodpeckers and forest tales take the center stage. Information about beech forests and wildcats are provided by the exhibition at the train station Heimbach. Here, all texts are displayed in embossed printing for visually handicapped people. Additionally, the multilingual gate in Höfen broachs the issue of the changing process of forests, daffodils and wild animals. And in the gate of Nideggen you can open up the treasury of nature with its entire creativeness. With a guidance system in the floor, lendable audio equipment and videos translated into sign language the last two mentioned exhibitions are designed specially also for handicapped people.
All exibitions of the National Park-Gates are wheelchair accessible, free of charge and opened daily from 10 a.m to 5 p.m. Handicapped accessible bathroom facilities are provided everywhere. Since these houses are situated close to the National Park, they are predestinated as a starting point for numerous tours.
The National Park movie is shown not only at the gates but also at National Park information points in the Eifel region (as shown on the map). All these facilities and the tourist information centers located in the National Park communes additionally provide informative literature and brochures about the National Park.
Further information on the website: www.nationalpark-eifel.de

Information especially for children: www.nationalpark-eifel.de/kinder
Further interesting touristic websites:

- www.eifel-expeditionen.eu
(about facilities for nature study in the region)

- www.eifel.info
(Eifel Tourismus, phone +49 (0)6551. 96 56-0, fax -96)

- www.nordeifel-tourismus.de
(Nordeifel Tourismus GmbH, phone +49 (0)2441. 99457-0, fax -29)

- www.eifel-tipp.de
(Monschauer Land-Touristik, phone +49 (0)2473. 9377-0, fax -20)

- www.rureifel-tourismus.de
(Rureifel Tourismus, phone +49 (0)2446. 80579-0, fax -30)

- www.vogelsang-ip.de
(Vogelsang ip, phone +49 (0)2444. 91579-0, fax -29)

Eifel National Park by Bus and Train

Take the opportunity and commence your journey to the National Park without any hassle. Leave your car at home and use bus and train instead. Using the German Railways (DB, Deutsche Bahn) you can easily reach Kall train station (Kall Bf) coming from Cologne/Bonn or from Trier. From Kall the NationalparkShuttle (SB82) takes you to Schleiden-Gemünd and Vogelsang. Starting from Düren the “Rurtalbahn” takes you to Heimbach (connecting with the DB coming from Cologne respectively from Aachen). The National Park Buses “Wald” (wood, 815), “Wasser” (water, 231), and “Wildnis” (wilderness, 63) run especially on weekends and public holidays. On top, during summertime a bus for cyclists operates on Sundays coming from Aachen.
Each season the timetable “Natur erfahren” for all buses and trains in the National Park region is published. You will find timetables and contact persons as well on the website: www.nationalpark-eifel.de
There is a hotline for buses and trains, too: Phone 01803. 504030

(9 Cent per minute, calling from the German landline)
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